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Dr. Amadou - Mahtar M'Bow.
The Director General,

| -\ TSCO,

LITSCO Office,

Paris,

FRANCE.

Dear Sir,

AN APPEAL TO UNESCO TO SAFEGUARDAND PRESERVETHE CULTURALPROPERTY
IN SRI LANKA ENDANGERED BY RACIAL PREJUDICE,UNLAWFULOCCUPATION
OR WILFUL DESTRUCTION

1. Considering that Cultural Property of a Country constitutes a basic

element of civilization and National culture and heritage which should be
preserved  for post erity in its pristine glory for the purpose of
Encouraging  mutual understanding among peoples and thereby serve the
cause of peace,

2. Considering that the prehistoric, proto historic and historic

monuments and remains which are the products of the cultu ral traditions
of the people to whom they belong support the contemporary civilization

and its future evolution,

3. Considering also that cultural property is the product and witness of

the different traditions and of the spiritual achievements of the past
and thus is an essential element in the personality of the peoples of

t he world; and that it is incumbent upon every state to protect the

cultural property existing within its territory against  various  types of
dangers,

4. |, Caluwadewage Cyril Mat hew, President of the Foundation for the

restoration and protection of Buddhist Shrines in Sri Lanka and Minister

of Industries & Scientific Affairs of the Democratic Socialist

Republic of Sri Lanka do hereby address this appeal to UNESCO requesting
it to take effective measures to safeguard and preserve the Cultural

Property in Sri Lanka endangered by racial prejudice, unlawful occupation

wilful destruction.

5. Sri Lanka -the Resplendent Island - was acclaimed the ancient gateway

to the east and th e centre Eastern commerce. She was the Taprobane of the
Greeks and Romans, the Serendi  p of the Arabs,the Ratna di pa (the island of
gems) of King Solomon of Bi blical times, the Para Samudr a of Kautilya's
Arthasastra, the Si nhal a dipa (the land of the Sinhala) of the Great
Chronicle (Mahavamsa)and the "land without sorrow" of Ancient Chinese.



6. Sri Lanka is very rich in ancient monuments, pre-historic,
be‘pukoftheg!oryofttsdvﬂhatbnmdcuhm. FormadyZO(nyunSnlanh'-thmd
a Sovereign State until 1505 A.D.mnthemlﬂﬁmeprovinoucmeundﬂthmddthm,
folhmdbydnbutchmdhISISWM(heenthhhndbewnelColonyonhem
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8. The country regained its independence in 1948 and in keeping with the tradition of the ancient
smhmmmmtmypwvﬁonhubmmdahdnmmnuﬂmumlm and 1978 for the state
to ytotectmdfouetBuddhi-n(Vlds Appendix A.Page X),

9. lnthaConﬂitutlonldoptedMlmnkﬁmlymted in Article 9 that the Republic of Sri Lanka
shall give to Buddhism the foremost plaoe.andwcofdhdyushanbethedutyoflhmeloprotectmdfmr
mwdhmommmmmrdmmmedomofwonhip. thought, conscience, & ¢.

10, Therefore, it hmcumbcntonthecovmmemwukamlopmtec(mdnfeg\mdiucuhuul
mpmywmceﬂmwmmmmmdhmcwmumdabm.

11 MmmmWUmomdhthcmmm‘Mymwbnm&onofﬂwhhndhaduken
place zbout the 6th Century B.C. mlncndnholmitthndﬂaenmdins:iunhmbefmthndmt
ofthaArymIntha6th0=nturyB.C.Anmndh;p\m.theﬁmmldlyof&ilmk&uowbdh.hd
amenities which compared well even with modem standards. It was a well planned city where various
establishments were located in different parts of the city. There were well laid-out streets, bazaars and parks,
npmnecﬁomfotduumcnmdhdiﬂ'mt professions, and for maintenance services such as work
connected with cemeteries, conservancy work, etc., all indicative of a well planned city.

12. mmmmorusmmmmmmmm“(mw).m
monastic complexes with multi storied buildings, gigantic sculptures, vast cave temples with exquisite mural
Mopukntphmpmmmmponds, etc.

13. Above all, the ancient Sinhalese were sble to build huge reservoirs (Wews) as far back as 4th
Century B.C. nnmudmmmwumnmmmu\ay-(m Century B.C.) constructed artificial lakes
wpcovldcfoxthonoedsofthadtyolmmadhlpnnumluwwuthnbeﬁdhwhkhpmduudmefood
for its citizens. mmmnorwmwmmworwsnmhun exhibited great
skill mmwmmpmw«nofmmmmmmmmwnm.
lymmofcmnndlofdiﬁmmwnumdothﬂmmuﬂwmwmdmrykind“uunlqminthemdem

vl




15. Buddhism was introduced to Sri Lanka in the 3rd CenturyB.C.by the

missionaries sent by Emperor Asoka led by his son Arahant Mahinda during

the reign of King  Devanampiyatissa.Since then the art, architecture and

the way of life of the whole nation have been influenced by the noble
doctrine of the Buddha. Immediately after the introduction of Buddhism
the worship of the Bodhitree(FicusReligiosa) and the funerary = mound
knownas the stupa became the two aspects of popular worship.

16. Tradition has it that stupas were founded in SriLanka even before the
time of Asoka. Immediately  after the introduction ‘of Buddhism it spread

to all parts of the island within a very short period of time.

This can be ascertained by the numerous pre - christianin scriptions

indited under the drip ledges of natural caves . Discovered  almost all
over the country. These inscriptions which record the donation ofthe
caves to Buddhist monks supply us with a wealth of information in regard

to linguistic, historical and social data of the period.

They also testify to the high standards of literacy which prevailed among
th e Sinhalese  of the3rd Century B.C.

17. The ancient monuments scattered all over Sri Lanka togethe r with the
remains of ancient cities such as Anuradhapura, Polonnaruwa, Sigiriya and
Kandy bear eloquent testimony to the great architectural and sculptural
abilities of the people of the country. All the ancient remains  of Sri
Lanka perta into the Buddhist  religion.

18. Most of these monuments and their sites are being looked after and administered by the Depart-
ment of Archaeology of Sri Lanka which functions under the Minstry of Cultursl Affsirs, The Department
derives its power from the Antiguities Ordinance No.9 of 1940,

19. Realizing that the Department of Archaeology is not fully equipped to take immediate steps to
arrest the dangers which threaten the existence of certain ancient monuments situated in the Northern and
Esstern Provinces it was decided by His Excellency J. R. Jayawardena, the President of Sri Lanka at a meeting
of the Cabinet of Ministers, to solicit and muster the blessings, co-operation and the resources of other organisa-
tions and agencies in the identification and preservation of the ancient archaeological monuments which are
threatened by racial prejudice or wilful destruction.

20. In response to this decision an organisation called the Congress of Buddhist Associations in State
Corporations of which I am the President had deliberations with Hon. E. L. B, Hurulle, the Minister of Cultural
Affairs under whom the Department of Archaeology, the official Custodian of ancient monuments in Sri Lanka
functions, and with his kind consent has undertaken to help the Archaeological Department in its works of
excavation and restoration of the ancient monuments that have been threatened with destruction. In course of
time as it became clear that the abilities and resources of the above organisation 100 were meagre 10 meet the
demand of the Department of Archaeology a new organisation called the Foundation for the restoration and
protection of Buddhist Shrines in Sri Lanka was formed and as President of that Foundation I was entrusted
with the heavy responsibility of exploring the possibility of organising a world wide campaign with assistance
from UNESCO and its member states to safeguard the Cultural Property in Sri Lanka. Hence, this appeal to

UNESCO to safeguard the Cultural Property in Sti Lanka endangered by racial prejudice, unlawful occupation
and wilful destruction,

) 21, The attached map (Appendix B) depicts 276 such sites situated in theNorthemnand Fastern
Provinces of Sri Lanka.

22. Appendix C gives a list of 24 sites with unique archaeojogical monuments which have been’subject-
eo.i to.w-ilful damage or destruction at varicus stages. The historical importance and the authenticity of the
historical descriptions pertaining to each site are asserted by the relevant documents such as reports, notes, &c
of Archaeological officers, given In Appendix D with appropriate referen ces. ' T

23. Appendix E contains photographs showing a few ancient monuments in th
Provinces of Sri Lanka and the destruction caused to some of them, in the Northern and Eastern

24. For the purposs of this memorandum, the term “cultural p a4 , "
: roperty” means “Cultural Propert
as defined in paragraph No. 1 in the recommendation concerning the preservation of cultural property er:l?ng:r-

clzgobsy public or private works adopted by the General Conference at its fifteenth session, Paris, 19th November
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25. Finally, I earn estly request UNESCO to have an international project

with financial assistance from the member states t os afegu ard and
prese rve t he cultural Property of Sri Lanka endangered by racial
prejudice, unlawful occupation or wilful destruction.
Yours faithfully,
- '\\ '
P CZY“& el

( CALUWADEWAGE CYRIL MATHEW)

PRESIDENT OF THE CONGRESS OF BUDDHIST ASSOCIATIONS

OF STATE CORPORATIONS AND THE PRESIDENT OF THE

FOUNDATION FOR THE RESTORATION AND PROTECTION OF
BUDDHIST SHRINES IN SRI LANKA

AND
MINISTER OF INDUSTRIES & SCIENTIFIC AFFAIRS,
DEMOCRATIC SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF SRI LANKA

101, Bames Place,
Colombo 7.
Sri Lanka.



APPENDIX A

The Kandyan Convention,1815 A.D.
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i 7 he Constitution of Sri Lanke, 1972
CHAPTER 11

BUDDHISM

Buddhism. €. The Republic of Sri Lanka shall give to Buddhism the
foremost place and accordingly it shall be the duty of the
Staie to protect and foster Buddhisp while assuring to ail
religions the rights granted by section 18 (1) (d).

The Constitution of the Democratic Socialist 5
Republic of Sri Lanka, 1978

CHAPTER II
BEUDDHISM

0. The Republic of Sri Lanka shall give to Buddhism.

Buddhism the foremost place and accordingly it shall
be the duty of the State to protect and foster the
Buddha Sasana, while assuring to all religions the
rights granted by Articles 10 and 14(1)(e).
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APPENDIX C

1. THE SRI WARDHANA BODHI TREE AT KILIVEDDI

The ancient Bodhi Tree (Ficus Religiosa) called Sri Wardhana in Sinhalese Buddhist literature which
was situated in the village of Kiliveddi near the ancient temple of Seruvila in Trincomalee District in the Eastern
Province of Sri Lanka had been originally planted in the 3rd Century B.C. by King Devanampiyatissa, the
contemporary of King Asoks of India who was responsible for the propagation of Buddhism in Sri Lanka. This
Bodhi Tree was an anclent monument under the Antiquities Ordinance, No, 9 of 1940 (Cap. 188-Legislative
Enactments of Ceylon),

The Sanctity and antiquity of the Sri Wardhana Bodhi Tree

According to the Dh , @ Sinhalese text of the 14th century which records historical material
since 3rd century B.C, this particular Bodhi Tree belonged to the historic and well known Mangala Maha Stupa
of Seruvila which was erected by Kavantissa, the father of King Duty Gemunu, the greatest in the line of Sinhala
rulers, This was in accord with the wish of the Buddha himself (Dhatuvamsa pp. 10,16 and 35).

However, the Sri Wardhana (Kiliveddi) Bodhi Tree which has received the veneration of the Sinhala
Kings of Sri Lanka and the Buddhists of the workd for over thousands of years as the companion to the Seruvila
Mangala Maha Stupa was actually planted there long before the erection of the Stupa by King Kavantissa in the
2nd century B.C.

According to the Bodhivamsa a text which gives the history of the Great Bodhi Tree at Anuradhapura,
this Bodhi Tree was planted by the great King Devanampiya Tissa (250-210 BC) on the instructions of the Great
Thera Mahinda. It was one of the original saplings that grew out of the first five berries that appeared on the
Bodhi Tree at Anuradhapura.

Therefore, the Sti Wardhana (Kiliveddi) Bodhi Tree, is second in terms of its sanctity and antiquity
only to the Great Bodhi Tree at Anuradhapura (Bodhivamsa: pp. 187-190).

RECENT HISTORY
Valuable evidence of a Tamil Officer (Divisional Revenue Officer)

This historic Bodhi Tree which was planted by King Devanampiya Tissa over 2000 years ago stood
unharmed receiving the veneration of millions of Buddhists until 1970. From a letter sent by the D.R.O.
Muttur, (1950), a Tamil by race, Mr. M. Sivagnana Sundaram, to the G.A. Trincomalee on 08.09.1950, it is
clear that at the time he examined this site the historic Bodhi Tree stood intact. It is stated in his letter tha
“The Sacred Bo Tree at Kiliveddy is close to the road and is surrounded by short granite pillars. The tree is
an old one.”

Vide - Folio 38 of Archaeological Dept. File No. EC/B/649

Page 1 of Appendix D.
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